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NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Volunteering 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Volunteering) [2.01 pm]: President, this 
week is National Volunteer Week. The week is Australia’s largest annual celebration of volunteering. It is a chance 
to say thank you and to celebrate and recognise the vital work of volunteers across our diverse and vast state. 
Western Australia has one of the strongest volunteering cultures in Australia. Each year approximately 80 per cent 
of people aged 15 years and over give their time for the benefit of the community. We must continue to plan for 
the next generation and ensure that this willingness to volunteer continues and is further built upon for present and 
future generations. I encourage members and their constituents to provide input into the development of the 
national strategy for volunteering, led by Volunteering Australia, to ensure the uniqueness of Western Australia is 
appropriately represented to support a reimagined future for volunteering. 
The theme for National Volunteer Week 2022 is “Better Together”, which refers to the strength volunteering has 
in bringing people together, building communities and creating a better society for all. This theme also invigorates 
volunteers throughout Western Australia who may have adapted their versions of volunteering and what the theme 
“Better Together” may now mean to them in respect of COVID-19-related requirements. 
The state government acknowledges our many long-serving volunteers through the WA Volunteer Service Awards. 
These awards recognise long-serving Western Australians who have dedicated over 25 years of their time to benefit 
our communities and allow acknowledgement of the extraordinary contributions of our volunteers. Although 
previous years have seen the awards presented in person, this year we are recognising and celebrating the efforts 
of our volunteers through the WA Volunteer Service Awards recognition video, which will be available to view 
on wa.gov.au during National Volunteer Week. I was honoured to be able to participate and convey my appreciation 
and gratitude for volunteers who have provided a broad range of services for their local communities. 
Each one of us can be involved in National Volunteer Week activities to show our appreciation by participating in 
the “Wave for Volunteers” campaign by adding a smiley face on our hand and uploading the photo using the 
#WaveForVolunteers and #NVW2022. People can also follow Volunteering WA to keep up with new initiatives 
in volunteering and to get in touch with their local volunteering organisation via Seek Volunteer. Thank you. 
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